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Overhead

Federalism
A system of government with 
a national government, 
state governments, 
and 
local governments.  
The powers of the national, state, and local governments are divided and balanced.
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The United States

	Population 
(as of 2005)
	5,223,442
	295,734,134

	Area (in km)
	338,145 sq km, which is slightly smaller than the state of Montana
	9,631,418 sq km

	Shared Borders
	Norway, Sweden, and Russia
	Canada and Mexico

	Median Age
	40.97 years
	36.27 years

	Ethnic Groups
	Finn 93.4%, Swede 5.7%, Russian 0.4%, Estonian 0.2%, Roma 0.2%, Sami 0.1%
	white 68.4%, Hispanic 13.3%, black 12.9%, Asian 4.2%, Amerindian and Alaska native 1%, native Hawaiian and other Pacific islander 0.2% 

	Religions
	Lutheran National Church 84.2%, Greek Orthodox in Finland 1.1%, other Christian 1.1%, other 0.1%, none 13.5% (2003)
	Protestant 52%, Roman Catholic 24%, Mormon 2%, Jewish 1%, Muslim 1%, other 10%, none 10% (2002 est.)

	Official language(s)
	Finnish and Swedish
	English 

	Languages Spoken
	Finnish 92% (official), Swedish 5.6% (official), other 2.4% (small Sami- and Russian-speaking minorities) (2003)
	English 82.1%, Spanish 10.7%, other Indo-European 3.8%, Asian and Pacific island 2.7%, other 0.7% (2000 census)

	Gross Domestic Product
	purchasing power parity - $151.2 billion (2004 est.)
	purchasing power parity - $11.75 trillion (2004 est.)

	Unemployment
	8.9% (2004 est.)
	5.5% (2004 est.)


revenues: $96.43 billion 


revenues: $1.862 trillion 

	expenditures: $2.338 trillion (2004 est.)


Source: The CIA World Factbook, http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html

The US Cenus Bureau, http://www.census.gov/prod/2003pubs/p20-545.pdf
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Tenth Amendment
U.S. Constitution
The Powers Not Delegated To The United States By The Constitution, Nor Prohibited By It To The States, Are Reserved To The States Respectively, Or To The People.
Overhead
U.S. Constitution

Article 1, Section 8

Enumerated Powers of Congress
· The Congress shall have the power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 
· To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
· To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and with the Indian Tribes; 
· To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States; 
· To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; 
· To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States; 
· To establish post offices and post roads; 
· To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and investors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries; 
· To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 
· To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against the law of nations; 
· To declare war, grant letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and water; 
· To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years; 
· To provide and maintain a navy; 
· To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval forces; 
· To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions; 
· To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to the states respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 
· To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards and other needful buildings; and 
· To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 
Evaluation of State Gun Control Laws
Source: Brady Campaign - 2004 Report Card

	http://www.bradycampaign.org/facts/reportcards/2004/details.pdf
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