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Overhead
Political Cartoon #1

Title:  Democracy
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Artist:  Petar Pismestrovic, Kleine Zeitung, Austria

Date:  February 2, 2005

Source:  http://www.politicalcartoons.com
1. Describe the context of the political cartoon (Who?  What?  When?  Where?)

2. Identify and discuss the cartoonist's message.  What bias(es) can you detect?

3. Do you agree or disagree with the cartoonist's message? Explain your answer.

4. What does this cartoon say about democracy?



Overhead
Forms of Democracy

I. direct or pure democracy - a form of democracy in which the people as a whole make direct decisions, rather than have those decisions made for them by elected representatives.
Examples of Direct Democracy:

· referendum - The practice of submitting a law to a popular vote at election time. The law may be proposed by a voter's initiative or by the legislature.
· recall - A procedure whereby the voters can vote to remove an elected official from office.
II. representative democracy - A political system in which leaders and representatives acquire political power by means of a competitive struggle for the people's vote. 
Critical Thinking:  What kind of democracy is the United States?

Sources:

http://dictionary.reference.com/
Wilson, James Q. & John J. Dilulio, Jr.  American Government:  Institutions and Policies.  9th edition.  Boston:  


Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.


Student handout

American Democracy:  Basic Ideals & Principles



  

	Popular Consent or Popular Sovereignty
	
	

	Respect for the Individual
	
	

	Equality of Opportunity
	
	

	Personal Liberty
	
	

	Rule of Law
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So.... How Democratic Are We?

Directions – America has a democratic form of government. But just how democratic are we?  Read each of the scenarios below.  For each, decide if the scenario is or is not democratic.  Why or why not?  On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief response to each scenario.

1.
Elections in the United States are characterized by low voter turnout. State and local elections normally draw 30% of all registered voters (or fewer) to the polls. Presidential elections draw 50% (or fewer) to the polls. In the presidential election of 1992, Clinton won with 40% of the popular vote (less than a majority). Keep in mind that because not all Americans are registered, the number of Americans that actually voted for Clinton is even smaller.

2.
Ninety-five percent of all members of Congress running for reelection will win their seat. Many times members of Congress face little or no opposition in political races. This has led to what some call a "permanent congress" with members serving as many as 30 years.

3.
The cost of running for political office has skyrocketed in the last 20 years. An individual running a Senate campaign must spend a minimum of $22 million to have a chance at winning. Presidential elections cost much more, leading some to claim that political leaders simply must “buy” their seat.

4.
Political consultants are professionals who advise political candidates. They are experts on polling the public and giving advice to politicians based on what the polls say. Politicians often gain an advantage by following this advice.

5.
Individuals who contribute large sums of money to political campaigns have access to government leaders that ordinary Americans do not. Money influences legislation, which often benefits those who contributed.

6.
The president of the United States has the power to issue executive orders that have the effect of law.  There is no immediate check on this power; in fact, this is an extra-constitutional power of the president. Examples of executive orders include Roosevelt’s internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII and Truman’s integration of the military.

7.
In the 2000 presidential election, Al Gore won the popular vote by nearly a half million votes.  However, George W. Bush won the election after the Florida recount controversy because he received a majority of Electoral College votes.

8.
There are approximately 4 million children in America who lack basic health insurance.

Adapted from: Small, Rebecca.  AP Government Institute, the College of William and Mary, August, 2000.
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“Democracy” in Quotes

	Quotation
	Interpretation
	What do you think?

	#1 - Democracy does not guarantee equality of conditions - it only guarantees equality of opportunity.

Irving Kristol
	
	

	#2 – Democracy is only a dream: it should be put in the same category as Arcadia, Santa Claus, and Heaven.

H.L. Mencken
	
	

	#3- Democracy is a process by which the people are free to choose the man who will get the blame.

Laurence J. Peter
	
	

	#4- Everybody's for democracy in principle. It's only in practice that the thing gives rise to stiff objections.

Meg Greenfield


	
	

	#5- In true democracy every man and women is taught to think for himself or herself.

Mohandas K. Gandhi
	
	


	#6- The thing about democracy, beloveds, is that it is not neat, orderly, or quiet. It requires a certain relish for confusion.

                     Molly Ivins
	
	

	#7- Democracy means not "I am as good as you are" but "You are as good as I am."

Theodore Parker
	
	

	#8- In a democracy everybody has a right to be represented, including the jerks.

Chris Patten
	
	

	#9- America's support for human rights and democracy is our noblest export to the world.

William J. Bennett
	
	

	#10- Of course the people don't want war. But after all, it's the leaders of the country who determine the policy, and it's always a simple matter to drag the people along whether it's a democracy, a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism, and exposing the country to greater danger.

Herman Goering
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